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Colneis Road 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk   
IP11 9HH 
Tel:  01394 284052 
Fax: 01394 273425 
colneisoffice@fairfieldandcolneis.co.uk 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I wanted to start off by reminding you all of the fantastic 
work our Family Support Worker does across both schools. 
Dawn Piper carries out this role and has a vital job in working 
directly with you. This does not have to be on a formal basis 
at all, if there are things you are struggling with at home 
(routines, bed wetting, anxieties, family issues etc), Dawn will 
always have a friendly ear, lots of experience and a cup of 
tea waiting.  She is here to help you all, please do use her - 
she can be contacted through the school office. 
 
As you know, we introduced a new behaviour policy across both schools in 
September and the feedback from our children, visitors, staff and parents is 
that it is proving very successful.  As with all new policies, we are 
occasionally ironing out one or two things just to ensure that we can be as 
consistent as possible with all our children, thank you for your support in 
this.  Importantly, our school values continue to be a central part of how we 
help our children to learn what positive behaviour looks like.  As a reminder 
the values are:  

 Acceptance  Gratitude 

 Compassion  Courage 

 Trust  Respect 

 Honesty  Forgiveness 
 
It is easy for us to assume that children automatically know what these mean, 
but they all, regardless of their age, need help in identifying these when we 
see them in action.  We also think it is vital for adults to model these values to 
each other, and look to do this in all our interactions, and ask for the same in 
return. 
 
On that theme, we are very proud of Niamh, who has taken it upon herself to 
help tidy up the local community.  She was very concerned with the amount of 
litter she was seeing around and so undertakes regular litter picks in her local 
area.  She now leads a team of children (see the photo included on page 8) to 
do the same at Colneis.  This is a great example of our values and charter in 
action. 
 
Following on from this, I would ask that parents show understanding and 
respect for local residents when parking before and at the end of the school 
day.  We do understand that we live in built up areas, however our local 
residents need our support and I do appreciate you giving real consideration to 
this.  We have had recent examples of double parking that has resulted in 
emergency vehicles finding it difficult to travel down side roads, as well as 
some driveways being blocked and so people aren't able to leave their 
homes.  Thank you for your continued help with this. 
 
With best wishes, 

Mr Mark Girling 

Headteacher 

Fairfield Infant School 
High Road West 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk   
IP11 9JB 
Tel:  01394 283206 
Fax: 01394 283895 
fairfieldoffice@fairfieldandcolneis.co.uk 
www.fairfieldinfant.co.uk 
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Mrs Piper,  
Family Support Worker 

http://www.colneisjunior.co.uk/
http://www.fairfieldinfant.co.uk/
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FAIRFIELD INFANT SCHOOL  

 

Dates: 
 
Thursday 12 March, PM Year 2 Parents’ Open Afternoon (SATs info followed by activities in class) 
Friday 13 March Sports Relief Non-Uniform Day 
Friday 13 March Class 2RL Cake Sale 
Tuesday 17 March, 2.40-3.30pm Parent Online Safety Information session at Colneis (open to 
all parents)  
Wednesday 18 March, 2.25-3.15pm Parent Online Safety Information session at Fairfield 
(open to all parents)  
Friday 20 March Interim reports out 
Monday 23 & Wednesday 25 March, 3.30pm-6pm Parent Consultations (by appointment) 
Monday 23 March, 3.20-5pm & Tuesday 24 March, 3.20-6pm Nursery Parent Consultation 
Drop-in Sessions 
Friday 27 March Parents’ Tea Afternoon at Colneis 
Saturday 28 March, 10am-12pm Friends of Fairfield Easter Trail 
Tuesday 31 March Friends of Fairfield Easter Bonnet Competition (details to follow) 
Thursday 2 April Last day of term 
Monday 20 April Return to school for Summer Term 
Friday 24 April Class RSB Cake Sale 
Saturday 25 April, 7.30pm Friends of Fairfield Quiz 
Friday 8 May Bank Holiday 
Friday 15 May Class 1M Cake Sale 
Wednesday 20 May Year 1  trip to Jimmy’s Farm 
Friday 22 May PD Day 
Monday 25 May-Friday 29 May Half term 

Fairfield Assemblies 

The following classes will be leading our assemblies at 10.25am unless stated otherwise: 

  
Thursday 12 March Class 1M   

Wednesday 18 March Class 1P 
Thursday 19 March, 2.40pm  Reception (Spring Assembly) 

Wednesday 25 March Class 2F  
Friday 27 March, 2.40pm  Nursery (Spring Assembly) 

Wednesday 1 April Class 2RL  
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Fairfield Staff  
‘Get the Chop’ for Charity 
 

A big thank you to everyone who 
supported our three members of staff 
who decided to ‘get the chop’ for 
charity. 
 
Miss Anderson, Mrs Aitchison and Mrs 
Lingley commented ‘We wanted to do 
something to raise awareness and funds 
for a cause close to our hearts. We 
were greatly humbled by the generosity 
of the Fairfield community.’ 
 
We’re very proud of our terrific trio 
and are delighted to announce that over 
£1600 was raised in aid of Cancer 
Research and they were able to send  
45 inches (114cm) of hair to the Little 
Princess Trust to be made into wigs. 
 
Many thanks also to Mr & Mrs Tonks for 
their hairdressing expertise on the day.  
 
 

World Book Day 
 

The children enjoyed celebrating World Book Day with a 
variety of activities. For those in  Year 1 and Year 2, the 
day included a (slightly rainy) visit to Felixstowe Library.  
 
Whilst there, Miss Maitland and some members of her 
class were interviewed by BBC Radio Suffolk. If you’d like 
to listen to the interview, it can be found at: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0828cb8  (the time 
the interview appears is around 2:41).  
 
 
More photos of the day can be found on Page 13.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0828cb8
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Pupils’ Success 

Chinese New Year in Reception 
 
Our Reception children recently enjoyed experiencing Chinese New Year celebrations. The 
children learnt that this year is the Year of the Rat, and they were able to try some customary 
snacks, dress up in traditional clothing and make their own Chinese lanterns.  

This information has been  
removed for data protection purposes 
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Year 2 Trip to Pipers Vale  
 

At the beginning of March Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic morning at Pipers Vale Gymnastics Centre. 
During the visit they were able to take part in five fun activities, using some of the skills they’d 
been practising in school. At the end of the session they were impressed to watch a 
demonstration by a trained gymnast who works at the Centre.  

We were very pleased by the enthusiasm that the children displayed, being willing to attempt all 
of the activities even when they felt nervous. Well done Year 2s! 
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COLNEIS JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Dates: 
 
Friday 13 March Sports Relief Non-Uniform Day 
Friday 13 March, 6.30-8pm Friends of Colneis School Disco  
Monday 16 March 5CG and 5R visiting St Peter and St Paul Church 
Tuesday 17 March, 2.40-3.30pm Parent Online Safety Information session at Colneis (open to 
all parents)  
Wednesday 18 March 5L visiting St Peter and St Paul Church 
Wednesday 18 March, 2.25-3.15pm Parent Online Safety Information session at Fairfield 
(open to all parents)  
Friday 20 March Interim reports out 
Tuesday 24 & Thursday 26th March Parents’ Consultations (by appointment) 
Friday 27 March Parents’ Tea Afternoon at Colneis 
Friday 27 March Year 4 visit to Landguard Nature Reserve 
(Saturday 28 March Friends of Fairfield Easter Trail—families from Colneis also welcome to attend) 
Tuesday 31 March Year 5 visit to Trinity Methodist Church 
Wednesday 1 April, 2.45-3.15pm Year 6 WWII Project Exhibition open to Parents 
Thursday 2 April Last day of term 
Monday 20 April Return to school for Summer Term 
Friday 8 May Bank Holiday 
Monday 11 May-Thursday 14 May Year 6 SATs week 
Friday 22 May PD Day 
Monday 25 May-Friday 29 May Half term 

Cont’d.. 

Pupils’ Success 

This information has been  
removed for data protection purposes 
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Pupils’ Success Cont’d... 

This information has been  
removed for data protection purposes 
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Year 6 WWII Project 
 
The children have really enjoyed their WWII project, here are just a few of the photographs 
taken when they were evacuees for the day. 

Keep Colneis Tidy 
 
Well done to Niamh and her team who initiated a weekly 
litter pick over lunchtimes. Not only are they keen to look 
after their school but also their environment.  

Year 4 St Lucia Project 
 

During the first week back after half term, Year 4 enjoyed a week of activities related to their 
geography topic of St Lucia.  

Here are some of the comments made by the children about their favourite part of the week: 

Devon:  My favourite part of the week was when I created a pom-pom spider. The spider was a 
little bit tricky to make, but I still really enjoyed making it. My finished spider was dark blue and 
light green, with funny googly eyes. He was soft and furry. 

Amelia:  My favourite part of St Lucia week was baking banana bread.  It was fabulous fun to 
whisk and beat the batter. My hands became very sticky and greasy like gooey slime when I 
greased the baking tray. When I tried to crack the egg I tried my hardest to break the egg shell 
but it just wouldn’t crack, so I had to give it to Poppy. However when she managed to break it some 
of the transparent egg white splashed onto me! Once baked we got to eat the banana bread. It 
tasted delectable, delicious and delightful. 

Eva:  I liked the dressing up because I got to see other people’s outfits and I got to be a 
banana farmer. I liked being a banana farmer because I enjoyed the role-play, especially 
pretending to be someone else. It was very interesting learning about St Lucia, in particular 
finding out it’s really hot and pretending we were there by wearing bright colourful summer 
clothes. 
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Year 3 Roman Feast 

To support their work on the life of a Roman, the children were invited to come to school dressed 
as a Roman and were able to experience a traditional feast. There were a few 'slaves' for the day 
who had to prepare and serve our food whilst we enjoyed some light entertainment, including a 
play, some music and a dramatic reading.  

Drone Presentation to Year 3 
 
At the end of January Year 3 were lucky enough to have a drone pilot come in to school. Mr 
Richardson and his assistant Mr Wright, told the children all about how a drone works, how they 
are flown and what they are currently used for as well as possible uses in the future. The 
importance of safe drone use was highlighted throughout the session. The children got to see a 
small drone fly around the classroom and then were very excited to see a bigger drone fly outside. 
It went 400 feet into the air!  
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Colneis Sporting Events 
Upcoming Dates 

11th March – U9 Girls Football – ITFC 
12th March – U11 Quicksticks Hockey – St Joseph’s College 
17th March – U9 Basketball – Inspire  
25th March – IPSSA Cross Country – Royal Hospital School  
26th March – U9 Sportshall Athletics – Westbourne  

 

Enrichment activities 

With our partnership with Premier, enrichment has been rotating between both Fairfield and 
Colneis on a Thursday morning. This has been incredibly successful and the children will all have a 
go at Fencing this term.   

Year 3 Trip to Sutton Hoo 
 

To kick off our Anglo-Saxon topic, we visited the Ancient Saxon burial ground at Sutton Hoo on 
Tuesday 25th February.  

 

We were able to complete three activities during our visit, including a tour of the burial ground. 
We had a map that told us where the mounds were and what was found in each mound. It was 
very windy up there!  We were also able to visit the exhibition hall that was full of interesting 
artefacts and information that taught us a lot about the topic we were about to begin.  

 

Finally, we became archaeological detectives. This session was lead by a volunteer from Sutton 
Hoo and we were able to utilise the skills that an archaeologist would use when they excavate 
sites. It was a really fun day and we learnt a lot!  

Investigating a Saxon burial 

Standing in front of the Mound number 2!  Playing a Saxon game  

Being archaeological 
detectives!  

Saxon patterns  
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JOINT SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Golden Ticket Winners! 
 
For reading 4 times (or more) a week: 
 
Fairfield Golden Ticket Winners: 
Lewis, Jessica, Jude, Jayden  

Colneis Golden Ticket Winners: 

Jack, Samuel, Bradlee, Max 

Plant to Plate tokens  
 
We are collecting the tokens from the East Anglian Daily Times and Ipswich Star which can be 
redeemed against gardening products for our school. Please send any you collect into the school 
office. Thank you.  

Young Art East Anglia 
 
Congratulations to two of our pupils - Olivia and Raluca, for 
having their artwork selected for display at the Young Art 
East Anglia Exhibition in Aldeburgh. The general public are 
welcome to view their work, themed ‘A Moment in Time’, which 
will be on display at the Peter Pears Gallery in Aldeburgh on 
Friday 13th March - 1pm-5pm, Saturday 14th March - 12pm-5pm 
and Sunday 15th March - 10am-4pm. 
 
We’d also like to acknowledge the other children who 
submitted artwork, especially those in the Colneis Art Club 
who worked very hard. We will set up an exhibition in school 
once the work is returned! 

Photo 
to 

follow 

Photos 
to 

follow 
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The Federation of Fairfield and Colneis—Governor News 
 
 
As I’m writing this for the next newsletter, we are holding elections for a parent governor. We 
have received four nominations and voting papers are being sent out to all parents. There are 
guidelines issued by the Local Authority and these are being followed by the school. Thank you to 
the office staff who are working hard to organise the elections.  
 
At the recent meeting of the governing body, governors were pleased to co-opt Mrs Ella Treasure 
as a co-opted Governor. We are looking forward to welcoming Ella to her first governors’ meeting 
at the end of March. She will be asked to join one of the committees and be given other 
responsibilities.  
 
Over the past few months, governors have contributed to the newsletter telling you about some 
things they do which I hope you’re finding of interest. This time, Mrs Corrine Franklin, gives some 
background about her role as our SEND Governor.  
 
Celia Davies 
Chair of Governors 

 
Corrine Franklin, Governor 
 
Hello,  I am Corrine Franklin the Special Educational Needs & 
Disabilities (SEND) Governor. 
  
I have been the SEND governor for quite a few years, initially 
at Colneis, and now at The Federation of Fairfield and 
Colneis.  With a background of being a parent of a child with a 
disability and working with young children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities, I am keenly interested in 
the provision within schools.   
 
The role of the SEND Governor is the strategic oversight of 
the school’s processes for supporting pupils with SEN. This 
includes monitoring the provision, resourcing and effectiveness 
of meeting special education needs, and reporting back to the 
Governing body. For example this could include hearing about 
the different interventions being used, and their contribution 
to  supporting  pupils in their progress. The role also includes 
monitoring the effectiveness of communicating with parents. 
 
It is always a privilege to visit the school and to meet with 
Emma Gooding the SENCO.   Sometimes I get the opportunity 
to walk around the school to see all the pupils & staff at work, 
to visit the classrooms and look at all the wonderful displays 
around the school.  It is a chance to hear about an see new 
strategies the school is using to support the pupils, and to see 
how the environment has been adapted to meet their needs.   

  
Election of Parent Governor     

We have four candidates who are running for the position of Parent Governor: 

 Ruth Coleman 
 Sophie Conway 
 Gayle Marshall 
 Olivia Pryke 

 
A voting form has been sent home via your child and we request that you return your completed 
voting form by the end of school on Thursday 12 March 2020.  We ask that your voting paper 
is double enveloped and then returned to the school office or placed in the ballot box outside 
the offices as soon as possible.  

Mrs Corrine Franklin, 

Governor 
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The Colneis staff had a ‘Where’s Wally’ theme  

The Fairfield staff had a ‘’Hungry Caterpillar’ theme  

The children enjoyed 
selecting a new book via the 
Book Swap activity 

Year 1 & Year 2 enjoyed a visit to Felixstowe Library 
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Current Academic Year 
Term dates for 2019-2020 
 

Autumn term: 

Start of Autumn term: Wednesday 4 September 2019 

Half term: Monday 21 October 2019 to Friday 25 October 2019 

End of Autumn term: Thursday 19 December 2019 

PD (non school) days: Monday 2 September 2019 

 Tuesday 3 September 2019 

 Friday 15 November 2019 

 

Spring term: 

Start of Spring term: Tuesday 7 January 2020 

Half term: Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020 

End of Spring term: Thursday 2 April 2020 

PD (non school) day: Monday 6 January 2020  

 

Summer term: 

Start of Summer term: Monday 20 April 2020 

May Bank Holiday:  Friday 8 May 2020 

Half term: Monday 25 May 2020 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020 

End of Summer term: Wednesday 22 July 2020 

PD (non school) day: Friday 22nd May 2020 

 

 

Next Academic Year 
Term dates for 2020-2021 
 

Autumn term: 

Start of Autumn term: Thursday 3 September 2020 

Half term: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020 

End of Autumn term: Friday 18 December 2020 

PD (non school) days: Tuesday 1 September 2020 

 Wednesday 2 September 2020 

 

Spring term: 

Start of Spring term: Tuesday 5 January 2021 

Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021 

End of Spring term: Friday 26 March 2021 

PD (non school) day: Monday 4 January 2021  

 

Summer term: 

Start of Summer term: Monday 12 April 2021 

Half term: Monday 31 May 2021 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 4 June 2021 

End of Summer term: Friday 16 July 2021 

PD (non school) day: Monday 19 July 2021 

 Tuesday 20 July 2021 


