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Colneis Junior School 
Colneis Road 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk   
IP11 9HH 
Tel:  01394 284052 
Fax: 01394 273425 
colneisoffice@fairfieldandcolneis.co.uk 
www.colneisjunior.co.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It's hard to believe that it is already nearly February; the children are well 
settled back into a busy term.  As part of our whole Federation monitoring, we are 
spending time reviewing individual subjects to ensure that they meet the needs of 
our learners.  Between now and the end of the Summer term, we will spend a day 
reviewing each subject in our curriculum.  This involves senior leaders working 
alongside subject leaders and governors in watching lessons, talking to children 
and looking at the work that they produce. This will allow us to highlight the 
current strengths in our curriculum but also establish some priorities moving 
forward.  We want to ensure that our curriculum is fit for purpose and teaches 
children not only knowledge, but key skills as well.  We have currently held reviews 
in Science and Art; both very positive experiences where children spoke 
enthusiastically about their understanding and the opportunities that they get. 
 
We are also spending regular time with children looking at our behaviour policy and 
the values that we look to develop.  One of these values is honesty and we work to 
find practical ways to ensure that children can have honesty modelled to 
them.  Most importantly, we discuss with children how difficult it can be, to be 
honest in tough situations, particularly when taking responsibility for things.  It is 
these skills that we feel will stand children in good stead for the future.  We also 
work with parents and our wider community using the same values.  Please do be 
open and honest with us, both about the things we are doing well as well as where 
things need to be developed - we do appreciate supportive and constructive advice 
and very much welcome that coming to us first hand rather than through social 
media.  Although we acknowledge it can be difficult, we also ask that parents are 
transparent and honest with us about children's absences.  It is much better to 
have a conversation with us about a planned absence (particularly for term time 
holidays) rather than us finding out another way.  An absence request form is 
available from both school offices. Thank you for your support in reinforcing 
these key values at home. 
 
Finally, just a reminder that we have moved parents’ evenings to later in the 
term.  This will allow us to send out an interim report to you prior to parents 
evening and give us a wider scope to talk about the progress that children have 
been making.  The interim reports received some positive feedback from the 
Autumn term and hopefully they will give you a more regular update on your 
children's progress. 
 

With best wishes, 

Mr Mark Girling, Headteacher 

Fairfield Infant School 
High Road West 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk   
IP11 9JB 
Tel:  01394 283206 
Fax: 01394 283895 
fairfieldoffice@fairfieldandcolneis.co.uk 
www.fairfieldinfant.co.uk 
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School closure information 

For further information on school closures due to severe weather or any other unforeseen 
difficulty  please tune into the local radio stations or log on to the following websites — 

Heart FM on 97.1 or 96.4 FM, Town FM on 102 FM, Radio Suffolk 95.5, 95.9, 103.9 or 
104.6 FM, www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk, www.heart.co.uk, http://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk/ 
 
Please also check the school website for up-to-date information www.fairfieldinfant.co.uk 
and/or www.colneisjunior.co.uk.  

http://www.colneisjunior.co.uk/
http://www.fairfieldinfant.co.uk/
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FAIRFIELD INFANT SCHOOL  

 

Dates: 
 

Thursday 6 February, 1.30pm Reception Maths Learning Café 

Monday 10 February Visit by Suffolk Owl Sanctuary for Year 2 pupils 
Friday 14 February Class 1 P Cake Sale 

Monday 17-Friday 21 February Half term 
Tuesday 3 March Year 2 trip to Pipers Vale 

Thursday 5 March World Book Day (more info to follow) 
Thursday 5 March Y1  (AM) & Y2 (PM) visit to Felixstowe Library  

Thursday 12 March, PM Year 2 Parents’ Open Afternoon (SATs info followed by activities in 
class) 
Friday 13 March Class 2RL Cake Sale 

Monday 23 & Wednesday 25 March, 3.30pm-6pm Parent Consultations (booking via Parentmail) 
Monday 23 March, 3.20-5pm & Tuesday 24 March, 3.20-6pm Nursery Parent Consultation 
Drop-in Sessions 
Saturday 28 March Friends of Fairfield Easter Fair 

Thursday 2 April Last day of term 

Monday 20 April Return to school for Summer Term 

Fairfield Assemblies 

The following classes will be leading our assemblies at 10.25am unless stated otherwise: 

Thursday 13 February Class 2BA  Thursday 19 March, 2.40pm  Reception (Spring Assembly) 
Wednesday 4 March Class 1H  Wednesday 25 March Class 2F  

Thursday 12 March Class 1M  Friday 27 March, 2.40pm  Nursery (Spring Assembly) 
Wednesday 18 March Class 1P Wednesday 1 April Class 2RL  

Learning about the Arctic in Fairfield Nursery 
 
The nursery children have been exploring the arctic following some frosty mornings. They have 
been creating their own igloos and learning about life in an Inuit community. The children have 
brought ice in from the Nursery garden and watched in wonder as it started to melt.  
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Pupils’ Success 

Dinosaur Investigators 
 
The Reception children had an exciting delivery with three mysterious eggs arriving in school. 
The children made some great predictions about what might be inside the eggs. There were great 
scientific explorations and the children learnt about the legend of Humpty Dumpty (a cannon at 
Colchester Castle.) The eggs hatched over the weekend and children suspected that baby 
dinosaurs had been exploring the Reception provision. Children became Dinosaur Investigators 
using information books and film clips. They are very knowledgeable about the prehistoric 
creatures and have enjoyed designing their own dinosaurs. In PE, children moved like dinosaurs 
and watched them escape from ice in science.  

This information has been removed  
for data protection purposes 
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Nursery Festive Visit to Foxgrove 
 
Well, what can we say? We were so proud of how the children walked safely, sang beautifully and 
behaved impeccably when they visited Foxgrove Nursing Home in December. 
 
It was so lovely to see the joy on the faces of the residents as the children sang some of our 
Christmas assembly songs. The children were happy to perform even though it was a bit of a 
squash and a squeeze, and they really did spread some festive cheer. It was lovely to watch some 
of the children interact with the residents, one of whom was 106 years old! 
 
Foxgrove provided each of the children with an iced fairy cake (except those with dairy 
intolerance) which we just managed to eat before the arrival of the Mayor of Felixstowe. We 
decided to give the Mayor an encore, which he gratefully appreciated. 
 
We presented the residents with a beautiful wreath made using the children’s handprints and 
they were overwhelmed and decided to hang it up straight away for all to enjoy. 
 
What a lovely opportunity for the children to experience socialising with new people in a different 
environment. Lots of learning as the curiosity of the children meant they asked lots of questions 
about the equipment (such as wheelchairs) that they observed in the environment. 
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COLNEIS JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Dates: 
 
Wednesday 5 February Year 6 Swimming Gala 
Wednesday 5 February, 1.30pm-3pm Year 4 Parents’ Open Afternoon  
Wednesday 12 February, 10.20am 6S Class Assembly  
Friday 14 February Year 3 Roman Day  

Monday 17-Friday 21 February Half term 
Tuesday 25 February Year 3 Trip to Sutton Hoo 
W/C 24 February Year 4 St Lucia week (more information to follow) 
Thursday 5 March World Book Day (more info to follow) 
Monday 9 March, 1.30pm-3pm Year 5 Parents’ Open Afternoon  
Tuesday 24 & Thursday 26th March Parents Consultation evening 

(Saturday 28 March Friends of Fairfield Easter Fair—families from Colneis also welcome to attend) 

Thursday 2 April Last day of term 
Monday 20 April Return to school for Summer Term 

Pupils’ Success 

Cont’d.. 

This information has been removed  
for data protection purposes 
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Pupils’ Success Cont’d... 

This information has been removed  
for data protection purposes 
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Thursday 21st November – U11 Boys Futsal – Inspire  

An incredible competition. The boys played brilliantly, winning the 
deciding game against Morland in their league to qualify for the 
semi-final. A really tough semi-final resulted in a 2-1 win. In the final 
we came up against a very good team and we finished the tournament 
in second place. They can all be really proud of themselves on what 
was a fantastic performance.  

Friday 22nd November – Premier Showdown  

A brilliant experience for all involved, including me! The children worked so hard for a number of 
weeks in the run up to this event. There was much excitement in the dressing rooms and a 
genuine buzz when they were waiting in the wings to perform. All of the children did 
fantastically well and really did our school proud.  

A big well done should also go to all of the Premier Education staff involved in what was an 
extremely well run evening.  

Monday 25th November – Tag Rugby – Ransomes Sports Pavilion  

A cold, wet and breezy afternoon in Ipswich. This had already been rearranged once for bad 
weather and it wasn’t too much better on the rescheduled day. Both our U11 girls and U9 team 
played really well. One thing that makes me really proud to take all of our children to these 
events is the smile that they play with. They are all such positive children and always play with a 
great perseverance and sportsmanship.  
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Tuesday 26th November – Sportshall Athletics – Felixstowe Academy  

One of our local events. We organised this as a new tournament this year, with the idea to act 
as a training session for the big event in Ipswich. The children worked really hard and it was a 
very enjoyable afternoon. A big thank you to Felixstowe Academy for hosting us in their 
Sportshall.  

Thursday 28th November – U9 Girls Futsal Festival – Inspire  

Well done to our Year 4 girls. They all played really well and thoroughly 
enjoyed the festival. Another fantastic opportunity provided by our 
School Games Organisers.  

Tuesday 3rd December – U9 Boys 
Futsal Festival – Inspire  

Another super festival. Well done to all 
of our Year 4 boys who represented the 
school brilliantly.  

Thursday 5th December – Sportshall Athletics – Westbourne Academy  

Such a crazy afternoon at Westbourne. 10 schools, 180+ children all squeezed into the sports 
hall to compete in both field and track events. Again, the behavior of our pupils was 
outstanding and they all performed brilliantly. Well done everyone!  
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Wednesday 8th January – Zak Brown (ITFC) opening the MUGA 

At the beginning of this term we were delighted to hold the official opening of our MUGA (multi 
use games area). We were very lucky to have ex-pupil and current ITFC player Zak Brown attend 
to cut the ribbon for us. I’m hoping that this can act as an inspiration for all of our children and 
show them just were hard work and dedication to your passion can get you.  

Zak was really receptive and met with all of our sports leaders after the ribbon cutting to answer 
some questions about his journey from Colneis to his first professional contract.  

A very big thank you to Zak and his family, ITFC and Vertas for their hard work in the building of 
the MUGA.  

Friday 10th January – U9 Dodgeball – 
Inspire 

Year 4 dodgeball festival. It’s a lot of 
fun taking children to an event when you 
can tell them to throw the ball as hard 
as they can at the other team. They all 
played really well and I think we may 
have unearthed a professional in 
Roger— he was superb!  

Wednesday 15th January – U11 Dodgeball – 
Inspire  

A super festival hosted by our School Games 
Organisers. The children all played really well, 
were competitive but also played with great 
honesty and enjoyment too. Well done 
everyone.  
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Upcoming events 

4th February – U11 Basketball – Inspire  
5th February – U11 Swimming Gala – Felixstowe Leisure Centre and Colneis Pool  
25th February – Tag Rugby – Ipswich High School 
5th March – Netball and Football competition – Causton  
11th March – U9 Girls Football – ITFC 
12th March – U11 Quicksticks Hockey – St Joseph’s College 
17th March – U9 Basketball – Inspire  
25th March – IPSSA Cross Country – Royal Hospital School  
26th March – U9 Sportshall Athletics – Westbourne  

 

Enrichment activities 

With our partnership with Premier, enrichment has been rotating between both Fairfield and Colneis on a 
Thursday morning. This has been incredibly successful and the children will all have a go at Fencing this 
term.   
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JOINT SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Golden Ticket Winners! 
 
For reading 4 times (or more) a week: 
 
Fairfield Golden Ticket Winners: 
Harvey, Lucy  

Colneis Golden Ticket Winners: 

Scarlett, Oliver, Kayla, Grace, Emily, Devon, Conor, Amy, Hanna  

Plant to Plate tokens  
 
We are collecting the tokens from the East Anglian Daily Times and Ipswich Star which can be 
redeemed against gardening products for our school. Please send any you collect into the school 
office. Thank you.  
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Autumn Celebration Assembly – Colneis 
 
'Drama' nominees:  
Georgina, Max, Ned, Keaton, Oliver, Phoebe, Ave-Maria, Kitty, Elliot, Max, James, Lauren 
Winner - Elsie  
 
'Star Writer' nominees:  
Amy, Henry, Sorul, Amelia, Poppy, Emily, Quinn, Odon, Lily, Harry, Finley, Evie, Poppy, Niki, 
Amelie, Kaylyn, Hallie-Faith, Emily, Frankee, Archie, Emily  
Winner - Jacob  
 
'Star-reader' nominees:  
Xanthe, Noah, Ethan, Tabitha, Fanxi, Ronnie, Willow, Olivia, Tarynn, Skye 
Winner - Niamh  
 
‘Progress Plate’ nominees   
Emily, Connor, Prya, Mason, Bethany, Toby, Bethany, Charlie, Isabella, Rose, Freddie, Will, 
Annabelle, Harry, Katie, Austin, Olivia, Denisa, Poppy, Ashton, Ross, Luca, Ashton, Harley  
Winner - Oscar  
 
‘Courtesy Cup’ nominees 
Elsie, Skye, Charlie, Darcey, Jack, Maddie, Evie, Ollie, Ishan, Millie, Charlotte, Leo, Phoebe, 
Kayla, Spencer, Lisette, Sadie, Eugenie, Matthew, Annabel, Elliott, Joshua   
Winner - Holly  
 
‘Moment to Shine’ nominees   
Alexandra, David, Adelina, Callie, Maddy, Max, Colby, Ella, Jessenia, Ella, Izzy, Emily  
Winner - Roxy  
 
‘Maths Investigator’ nominees   
Ethan, Oliver, Matilda, Charlie, Vismay, Saoirse, Roger, Thomas, Alice, Isla, Charlotte, Stacey  
Winner - Conor  

Colneis Cup Winners 
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Autumn Celebration Assembly – Fairfield 
 
‘Kindness Cup’ nominees   
Edith, Dominic, Lola-Rose,  
Everly, Elsa, Charlotte, Lyra,  
Alex, Tiffany, Amelia  
Winner - Kaylee  
 
‘Doing Your Best’ nominees   
Thea, Zane, Logan-Jai,  
Cody, Joshua, Oscar,  
Vivienne, Ted,  
Henry, Oscar  
Winner - Louie  
 
‘Courtesy Cup’ nominees   
Ronnie, Lizzy, Ava, Erin, Isla, Holly, Bo, Emily, Lauren, Sebastian  
Winner - Freddie  
 
‘Victor Vocabulary’ nominees   
Keith, Hattie, Thomas, Morgan, Lisa, Ava, Luke, Arthur  
Winner - Daisy  
 
Most Improved Handwriting 
Edee, Harrison, Matilda, Ezra, Hope, Elsa, Luca-Adrian, Pawel, Callum, Perry, Macey  

The Federation of Fairfield and Colneis—Governor News 
 
This term has seen some changes to membership of the Governing Body. Mrs Barbara Hooker, a 
Co-opted Governor, has resigned. Some of you may remember Barbara from when she worked in 
the office at Fairfield. We were pleased that she then became a governor and we have valued her 
expertise. She has been a member of the Finance and Personnel committee and has given a great 
deal of time to both schools. We would like to thank Barbara very much for what she has 
contributed to the Federation. Governors will shortly be appointing a governor to replace Barbara. 
 
Another governor who has resigned is Mrs Margaret Jennings who was a parent governor. 
Margaret was on the Policy Review committee and was the governor linking with music and Thrive. 
Margaret has given time and expertise to the Federation and we would like to thank her very 
much. Elections for a new parent governor will soon be taking place. 
 
This term, Governors will be joining senior leaders when they take an in depth look at how 
different subjects are taught. Every governor is linked to a subject and we are looking forward to 
coming into school and seeing at first hand the exciting learning opportunities that children have 
across the Federation. 
 
Two meetings of the whole governing body are planned for this term. Setting the budget for the 
next financial year will be a priority for governors. 
 
 
Celia Davies 
Chair of Governors 
 
Election of Parent Governor     

There are currently two places for parent governors on the governing body of the Federation 
and a vacancy for one of these places has recently occurred.  Information has been sent out via 
Parentmail regarding the nomination process. If you would like a hard copy of the information 
and a nomination form, please call to either school office. The closing date for all nominations is 
28 February 2020.  

Fairfield Cup Winners 
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Current Academic Year 
Term dates for 2019-2020 
 

Autumn term: 

Start of Autumn term: Wednesday 4 September 2019 

Half term: Monday 21 October 2019 to Friday 25 October 2019 

End of Autumn term: Thursday 19 December 2019 

PD (non school) days: Monday 2 September 2019 

 Tuesday 3 September 2019 

 Friday 15 November 2019 

 

Spring term: 

Start of Spring term: Tuesday 7 January 2020 

Half term: Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020 

End of Spring term: Thursday 2 April 2020 

PD (non school) day: Monday 6 January 2020  

 

Summer term: 

Start of Summer term: Monday 20 April 2020 

May Bank Holiday:  Friday 8 May 2020 

Half term: Monday 25 May 2020 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020 

End of Summer term: Wednesday 22 July 2020 

PD (non school) day: Friday 22nd May 2020 

 

 

Next Academic Year 
Term dates for 2020-2021 
 

Autumn term: 

Start of Autumn term: Thursday 3 September 2020 

Half term: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020 

End of Autumn term: Friday 18 December 2020 

PD (non school) days: Tuesday 1 September 2020 

 Wednesday 2 September 2020 

 

Spring term: 

Start of Spring term: Tuesday 5 January 2021 

Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021 

End of Spring term: Friday 26 March 2021 

PD (non school) day: Monday 4 January 2021  

 

Summer term: 

Start of Summer term: Monday 12 April 2021 

Half term: Monday 31 May 2021 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 4 June 2021 

End of Summer term: Friday 16 July 2021 

PD (non school) day: Monday 19 July 2021 

 Tuesday 20 July 2021 


